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B kapavomuonuTax xejynoukoB U TIpecepauii co-
KpaTuTebHbIE OTBETHI 00ECTIEYNBAIOTCS 32 CUET MeXa-
HU3Ma KaJbUMU-UHIYIIMPOBAHHOTO OCBOOOXIEHUS
KaJIbLIMS M3 BHYTPUKJIETOUHBIX JIeTIO (capKoIlia3MaTH -
YECKOTO PEeTUKYJyMa) Mocje Nenoasipu3aliuu MeM-
OpaHBbI MUOIIMTA PACTIPOCTPAHSIOIIUMMUCS TTOTEHIIN -
anamu neiicteusg (I1J1). T-cucrema (ceTh momeped-
HBIX W TMPOJOJbHBIX MHBaruHallMii Hapy>XXHOM
njaa3MaTU4eckKou MeMOpaHbl B TTyOMHY MMOIIMTA)
UTrpaeT KJIOYEBYIO POJib B OBICTPOI U paBHOMEPHO
JeTIoIIpU3alium cepaedHbix MuoiuToB. Ha Mmem0Opa-
He TOoTepeyHbIX WHBaruHauui (t-tpybodex) joka-
JIN30BaHbl TMOTeHLIMan-3aBucuMble  Ca’"-KaHaubl
L-tumna, oOpallleHHble B CTOPOHY PUAHOIWHOBBIX
pPELIENTOPOB CapKOMIa3MaTUYeCKOTO peTUKyJyma, a
takke Na'/Ca’'-0OMEHHUK U pAA IPYIMX HOH-
TpaHCHOPTUpYIOIIUX cucTeM [1]. Perucrpanus amek-
TporeHe3a B 3TOM KOMMAapTMEHTE U ero aHajau3 Mpe/-
CTaBJISIET COOO MCKIIIOUMTENIbHO BaXKHYIO 3a1a4y He
TOJIbKO B TEOPETUUYECKOM, HO U TTPAKTUYECKOM ILJIaHE,
MOCKOJIBKY PSii CepAeYHbIX 3aboJjieBaHUI (UIEeMUs,
UHMapKT MUOKapla, cepledyHasi HeAO0CTaTOYHOCTh
U JIp.) COMPOBOXIAETCH BBIPAXKEHHBIMUA CTPYKTYPHBI-
MU U3MEHEHUSIMU B t-TpyOOUYKaxX KapAWOMUOLIMTOB
[2]. UMerommecst maHHBIE OTHOCUTEIBHO XapaKTepu-
ctuk [T/l MHTaKTHBIX MUOLIMTOB TIPECEPANIA U XKely-
JIOYKOB BeChMa IMPOTUBOPEYUBHI |3, 4], MOCKOJIbKY UC-
MOJIb30BaHHBIC B 3TUX U OOJIBIIIMHCTBE APYTUX MCCe-
JIOBaHUW MOJIXO0/bl HE TIPEIOCTABISIOT MH(OPMALIUIO O
BKJade syeKTporeHe3a T-cuctembl B popMHUpoOBa-
Hue I1JI xkapauoMuoUMUTOB in situ. B 3ToM OTHOIIE-
HUU BHEKJIETOUHAs MUKPORJIEKTPOJAHAs perucrpa-
nus (loose patch MeTom) BhICTyTIaeT KakK MepPCIeKTHB-
HbI HEWHBA3WBHBLI METOJ, MO3BOJSIOIINNA pelaTh

IIMPOKUI KPYT 3ama4, HEAOCTYITHBIX IIPY UCIIOIb30Ba-
HUU OOJIBIIIMHCTBA CYIIECTBYIOIIMNX 3JIEKTPO(DU3UOIO0-
TMYECKUX METOI0B. B yacTHOCTH, KaK OBIJIO TTOKa3aHO
HaMM paHee, OH MO3BOJISIET BBISBIATH KOMIIOHEHTHI
I1/1, cBsI3aHHBIE C AaKTUBHOCTBIO 3JIEKTPOTeHHBIX Me-
XaHU3MOB MeMOpaHbl T-cuCTeMbl UHTAKTHBIX CKEJIeT-
HBIX MBIIIEYHBIX BOJOKOH M BEHTPUKYJISIPHBIX Kap-
nuomMuoLuToB [5, 6]. M3BecTHO, uTo T-cucteMma Kap-
JTUOMUOLIMTOB TIpeACcepaAuili pa3BUTa 3HAUYUTEIbHO
clrabee, 9YeM KeIyqo4uKoB [7]. YuuTheIBasi, 4YTO TOKM Ye-
p€3 HOHHBIE KaHaJIbl TYOYJISIPHOTO KOMIIapTMEHTa
BHOCSIT CYILIECTBEHHBIU BKJIan B (popmupoBaHue I1]1,
€CTh OCHOBaHME OXMOATh CYIICCTBEHHBIX pa3IddMii
mexay ITJ1 mpencepauii u XeayIo4KoB, peTUCTPpUpPYE-
MBIX C TIPUMEHEHUEM YKa3aHHOTro MeToaa. Takoii momi-
X0 BaXXKeH M IUISI IIOHMMAaHMSI 3BOJIOLMOHHBIX aCIIeK-
TOB MOP(MO(PYHKIIMOHAILHBIX U3MEHEHUM JIEKTpOTe-
He3a T-cucTeMbl KapAWOMUOLIMTOB, KOTOPBIA Yy
TPHI3YHOB CYIIIECTBEHHO OTIMYAETCS, 10 CPABHEHUIO C
0OoJiee KpYIHBIMY MJIEKOTIMTAIOIIMM, BKJIIOYast 4eI0-
BEKa.

C 1enblo MPOBEPKU 3TOTO MPEATOJOXEHUS HaMU
ObLJIO  BBINIOJHEHO KOMIUIEKCHOE HCCJIEAOBaHUE,
BKJIIOUAlolllee 3JeKTpo(hU3NOJOTUUEeCKUEe 3SKCIepU-
MeHTHI (loose patch MeTon), KOH(MOKAIBLHYIO MUKPO-
CKOTIUIO ¥ KOMIBIOTEPHO-TpadUyeCcKOe MOIeJIMpOBa-
HUe. OeKTpoU3NOJOTMYEeCKre DSKCIIEPUMEHTHl U
KOH(poKaJIbHasi MUKPOCKOMNUST TTPOBOAUINCH HA U30-
JIMPOBAaHHBIX CEPALIAX KPBIC B YCJIOBUSIX PETPOTPATHON
niepdy3un o JlaHreHmopdy, KaK ONMKMCcaHO paHee [6].
IMonaBneHue cokpallleHU cepiia BO BpeMsl 9KCIepr-
MeHTa obecrneunBaaoch JoOaBJISHUEM B IIepPYy3UPYIO-
U pacTBOp OiokaTopa MUo3uHOBo AT®da3zkl 2,3-
oyranguoH moHokcuMa (BDM, Sigma) B KoHIIeHTpa-
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muu 20 MM /1. B aeKTpodu3nonorndecKux 3KCiepu-
MEHTaX B KaXKIIOM OIThITe€ OBLIO MCCIIEIOBAHO 110 2—3 JI0-
Kyca, cliydaiiHO BBIOpaHHBIX HAa MTOBEPXHOCTHU JIEBOTO
npeacepans WIK KeJlylouka W pasfejeHHbIX MeXIy
coboii paccTossHUEM =2 MM. B mpenenax Kkaxmoro jo-
Kyca perucTpUupoBaiUCh OTBETHI OT 5 o 10 caiitoB
C IlIaTOM CMEIIeHUsS KOHYMKa MUKpoaJjekTpona 10—
50 mxM. IlepeMelneHne MUKPOIJIESKTPOIA OCYIIECTB-
JISUTIOCh MTPU MOMOIIM MUKpoMaHumyasitopa NMH-21
(Narishige, Armonus). CurHan rmomaBajcs Ha BXOH yCH-
mutenst AM-1500 (National Instruments, CIIA) u
oL (POBBIBAJIICS MPU TMOMOIIU aHAJIOTO-LIU(GPOBOTO
npeo6paszoBatenst NI USB-6211 (National Instru-
ments, CIITA). O6paboTka JaHHBIX IIPOBOIMIIACH C MIC-
MOJIb30BAaHUEM ITporpaMMHbBIX makeTroB Clampfit u
Origin 7.5. JJanHble OBLIM IPOBEPEHBLI HA HOPMAJIb-
HOCTb pacnpeneienus (kpurepuii lllannpo—Ywuika).
B cootBeTcTBUM C pe3ysibTaTaMU 3TOM MPOBEPKU pas-
JINYUST MEXAY 3HAUEHUSIMU B KOHTPOJIBHON M 3KCTIe-
PUMEHTAJIbHOM TpyIIax MPUHUMAIM KaK JTOCTOBEp-
Hele nipu p < 0.05, ucnonwlys U-kputepuit MaHHa—
YurtHu. [IpeacraBieHHbIe B TEKCTE M HA pUCYHKE JaH-
Hbl€ TIPUBENIEHbI B BUIE CPEAHUX 3HAYEHUUN U UX OLLIU-
00K, COTIpOBOXIaeMbIe (B CKOOKax yepes 3arsITylo) Be-
JIMIMHAMH HUKHETO M BEpXHETO TpenesioB 95%-ro mo-
BEPUTEJLHOTO MHTEPBAJa.

JJ1st OLIeHKU TIJIOTHOCTU YCTheB t-TpyOOUYeK Ha To-
BEPXHOCTH MHTAKTHBIX KapAUOMMOLUTOB HCIIOIb30-
BaJIca (ayopecleHTHBIN Kpacutedb Di-8§-ANEPPS
(Santa Cruz Biotechnology Inc., CIIIA) B KOHLIeHTpa-
muu 20 MxM /1. M3ommpoBaHHOe cepille, 3arpyKeH-
HOE KpacHUTeJIEM ITyTeM ero 100aBJICHUS B IIepPy3Upy-
IOIIMI pacTBOp, pa3Mmernanoch B yaike Ilerpu (West-
field Medical, TI'epmanusi, #39389) Ha cTONMKeE
KoHpokanmpsHoro mukpockona Leica TCS SP5 (Leica,
T'epmanus). Hudpossie doTorpadrm MmoBEepXHOCTH
JIEBOTO XKeIymodKa U MIpeacepausi BceX MCCIeqoBaH-
HBIX ceprell OBIIM TTOJydeHBI OT 8—11 IMpoM3BOIBHO
BbIOpaHHBIX paiioHOB (400 X 400 MKM; 60X OOBEKTUB).

KoopnuHaTbl ycTheB t-TpyOOUeK BBIYUCISIIIU C MO-
moibio pyHkimu Find Maxima mporpaMMHOTro Iake-
ta ImageJ (NIH, http://rsb.info.nih.gov/ij). Pacuer Be-
POSITHOCTM paclpeiesieHusl YCThbeB t-TpyOouek Tof
MUKPOIJEKTPOAOM TIPOBOAUJICS C UCIIOJb30BaHUEM
metona MoHTte-Kapiao n HaydyHbIX MTakeToB NumPy,
SciPy u Pandas mis si3pika mporpamMmupoBaHust Py-
thon (Python Software Foundation, https://www.py-
thon.org).

Ha npencraBieHHOM pUCYHKe TIpUBEIEeHBI TIpUMe-
PHBI TTIOJTYYEeHHBIX HAMU KOH(POKATBLHBIX N300paKeHU I
MOBEPXHOCTHU JIEBOTO 3KeJAydoyka W Tpeacepaust
(puc. la u 1b coorBeTcTBeHHO). OTYETIMBO BUIHBI
MHOECTBEHHBIE BXOIBI YCThEB t-TpyOOUEeK Ha TIO-
BEPXHOCTHU KapAMOMUOILIUTOB XeIya0uKa U UX KpaliHe
HU3Kasl TJIOTHOCTh B KapIWOMUOIIMTAX TIPEICepIys,
9TO COOTBETCTBYET JAHHBIM U IPYTUX aBTOPOB [7].

Buexnerouno peructpupyembie I1JI kaparmomuo-
LIUTOB JIEBOTO XKEJIYyHOYKa CepAlla IMPENCTaBIsUIN CO-
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Ooii moim@asHble CUTHAJIBI ¢ HaboJee BhIpaKeHHOM
Kak T10 aMIUTATyIe, TaK U o (popMe HeraTuBHOM a-
30i1. B 37% w3 o0lero KojimdecTBa 84-X perucTpamuii
9Ta ¢ha3a curHajga obpuia MpeacTaBjieHa TOJIbKO OTHUM
nukoM. OcraBirasicss 4YacTh peructpupyeMbrx I1/1
(63%) xapakTepu3oBajlaCh HAJIMYMEM JBYX BBIPasKeH-
HbIX HETaTUBHBIX KOMIIOHEHTOB: OBICTPOTO MEPBUYHO-
ro nmuka M BTOpm4YHOTO TMKa. Ilociaemumit oOBIYHO
YCTyITaJl TT0 aMILTUTYAe repBoMy MUKy (48% Bcex pe-
TUCTpalUii), HO MOT ObITh U BhIlIe (15% Bcex peru-
cTpaluii). DTU BapuUaHThl CUTHAJIOB OBbUIM YCJIOBHO
kiaccuduupoBanbl Hamu Kak I1J 1-ro, 2-ro u 3-ro
TunoB (cM. BCcTaBKM Ha puc. lc). Ilo Bceil BeIOOpKe
(5 cepmen, 84 caiita) cpegHue 3HAYCHUS IJIUTEIBHO-
ctu Bocxogsiei dassl (T,), 1 BpeMenu cniana 1o S0 u
90% (Tsyu Tgy) T1[1 BEeHTPUKYISIPHBIX KAPIUOMUOLIU-
TOB COCTAaBJISUIM COOTBETCTBeHHO 2.6 = 0.3 (2.0, 3.2),
9.9+0.7 (8.5, 11.4) n 27.3 £ 3.3 (20.9, 33.8) mc. B koH-
TPacT C ONMMCAHHBIM BHIIIIE, BCE BHEKJIETOUYHO DPEru-
crpupyemble I1JI oT nmeBbIX mpencepauii (5 cepmeir,
35 caiiToB), MpEeACTaBISLIM COOOK CUTHAIbI C OJHUM
HeraTMBHBIM NTUKOM (puc. 1d, BctaBka). B 15% peru-
cTpaluii HeOOJIbIIONH Meperud Ha criajie epBoro Hera-
TUBHOTO MUKAa JaBajl HAMeK Ha MPUCYTCTBUE BTOPOTO
HeraTUBHOTO KOMITOHEHTAa CUTHaJa, HO HU B OJHOM U3
perucTpalrii 3TOT KOMIIOHEHT He ObUT BBIpaXKEeH KakK
caMoCTOSTeNbHBIN NUK. CpegHue I0 Bceil BBEIOOpKE
sHaueHus T, Ty, u Ty I1[] KapaIMOMHUOLIMTOB TIPEN-
cepauit coctasmsin 1.0 £ 0.1 (0.7, 1.3), 1.9 = 0.3
(1.4,2.4)n 5.4£0.7 (3.9, 6.9) MC COOTBETCTBEHHO. DTO
JIOCTOBEPHO HMKE aHAJIOTWYHBIX 3HaueHui st T
BEHTPUKYJSIPHBIX KAPIUOMUOLIUTOB (KpuTepuit MaH-
Ha—YutHuy; p < 0.001).

Panee HaMu OBLTIO ITOKA3aHO, YTO B KAPAMOMUOIIU -
TaX KeJIyd0YKOB U30JIMPOBAHHOTO CepAlia KPBICHI IIPHU
WUCMOJb30BAHUM MUKPORJIEKTPOAOB AUAMETPOM 2—
5 MKM OTYETJIMBO PETUCTPUPYIOTCS IBYXITMKOBBIC OT-
BeTHI [6]. BoirmostHeHHbIM B TaHHO# padoTte dapMako-
JIOTMYECKUI aHAJIU3 TIPUPOJIbI 3TUX MUKOB TA€T OCHO-
BaHWUS MOJIaraTh, YTO MEPBHI MK OOYCIOBJIICH aKTU-
Ballieli HATPUEBBIX TOKOB, PACIIPOCTPAHSIONINXCS IO
HapyXXHOM miazMaTudeckoii Memopane I1/1, a Bropoit
NUK CBSI3aH C aKTUBallMeid KaJbIIMEBBIX KaHAJIOB B
t-Tpyooukax. OmHaKo 3a paMKaMH BBIITOJIHEHHBIX MC-
CJIeIOBaHUIT OCTaJICsl BOMPOC O MPUPOJE CYIIECTBEH-
Hoil Bapuanmu ¢opmsl [T, perucTpupyemMsbIx OT pas-
HEBIX caiiToB. KoMITbIoTepHO-TrpaduecKoe MOASINPO-
paHue (puc. lc, 1d), mpoBegeHHOE B JTaHHOM paboTe ¢
HMCIOJIb30BaHNEM KOH(OKAJIbHBIX M300paxkeHU UH-
TaKTHBIX KapIMOMHUOIIMTOB, IIO3BOJISICT BBICKA3aTh
MpPeaNnoaoKeHNe, YTO TIPUpPoaa TaKOro MOJIMMOphuU3-
ma I1]] B 3HaUUTEeIbHOII CTEIIEHU CBsI3aHa C Bapualuein
B KOJIMYECTBE YCTheB t-TpyOOUYEK Ha ITOBEPXHOCTU
MUOLIMTA MOMA PEeTUCTPUPYIOIIUM 3JeKTpoaoM. Jleii-
CTBUTEJILHO, B HAIlIUX 3KCIIEPUMEHTAaX ¢ KapaUOMMO-
LIUTaMH KEeIyJdo4KoB BcTpedaemocThb I1JI 1-ro Tuma
(37% oT Bcex OTBeAeHMIt) IIPEACTABISIETCS OYEHb
OJIM3KOM K BEPOSITHOCTH OTBEICHMS OT 1—3 BBIXOMOB t-
Tpybouek. Berpeuaemocts I1J] 2-ro tuma (48% Bcex
Ne 4
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Puc. 1. [Ipennonaraemasi cBsi3b MeXIy pa3HooOpa3ueM (hopM BHEKIIETOUHO perucTprpyeMbix [1/1 1 BEpoSITHOCTBIO JTIOKAJIBHOM pe-
TUCTPALlMK OT PaliOHOB IMOBEPXHOCTH KapIMOMMUOILIUTA COJIEPXKAIIUX Pa3HOE KOJTUYECTBO YCThEB t-TpyOOUeK.

a, b — KoHbOKaIbHbIE NU300pakeHUS TOBEPXHOCTHU XKeJlynouka (a) u npeacepaus (b) U30JIMpoOBaHHOTO ceplia Kpeickl. Ha Bctas-
Kax MoKa3aHbl MPUMeEPbI POM3BOJIbHO BHIOPAHHBIX PailOHOB, MOATOTOBJICHHBIX U1 NajbHelero MonTte-Kapio aHaiusa Bepo-
SITHOCTHU CJTy4alfHOTO MO3UIIMOHMPOBAHUSI KOHYMKA PETMCTPUPYIOILIETO 3JIEKTpoa B pailoHe KJIeTKH, coaepxaiiem 0, 1, 2 u T.4.
YCTBEB t-TpyOOUeK. ¢, d — TMCTOrpaMMbl BEPOSITHOCTH CIIy4YaliHOTO KOHTaKTa PETMCTPUPYIOLIETO JIEKTPOA C TOBEPXHOCTHIO XKe-
JIyIOUKOBOTO (C) WM npeacepaHoro (d) KapaAMOMUOLIMTA B pailoHe, cofepKallleM OIpeleIeHHOE KOJIMUECTBO YCTheB t-TpyboueK
(Hapy>XHbIM TUaMeTp KOHUYMKA JIEKTPOJa — 5 MKM, OLICHOYHBIE BEJIMYMHBI €70 BHYTPEHHETO IMaMeTpa U Iuiolaau — 3.3 MKM 1
9 MKM“ cOOTBETCTBeHHO [6]). PacrmipenesneHusi TOCTpOeHBI Ha OCHOBE YCPEAHEHUS PE3YJIbTATOB KOMITBIOTEPHO-TPa(hIecKOro
aHaJIM3a MOoJYYeHHbIX KOH(MOKATbHbBIX N300paxeHuii. Ha BctaBkax — mpuMepbl OCHOBHBIX (hOPM BHEKJIETOYHO PErMCTPUPYEMBIX
TT1. Kaxablit Tpek — pe3ynbTat yecpenHeHust 6—20 HOpMMPOBAHHbBIX PETUCTPALIMA, TTOJTYYeHHBIX B Pa3HBIX CaliTax/3KCIepUMeEH-
Tax B COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX OTAenax cepaua. [1o ocu opauHat — BpeMsi, Mc. OcTajibHbIE IMOSICHEHUsI — B TEKCTE.

Fig. 1. Proposed relationship between the variability in forms of extracellularly recorded APs and the probability of local recording
from the cardiomyocyte surface regions containing the different number of t-tubular mouths.

a, b — confocal images of the ventricular (a) and atrial (b) surface of the isolated rat heart. Insets exemplify arbitrarily selected regions
processed for the subsequent Monte-Carlo analysis of the random positioning probability of the recording pipette tip in the cell sur-
face region containing 0, 1, 2 and more t-tubular mouths. ¢, d — frequency distributions of the random recording probability from
the surface region of the ventricular (c¢) or atrial (d) cardiomyocyte containing the predetermined number of t-tubular mouths (Monte
Carlo simulation; pipette outer tip diameter — 5 um; estimated inner tip diameter and area — 3.3 um and 9 umz, respectively [6]).
Insets exemplify main forms of extracellularly recorded APs. Each track results from averaging 6—20 normalized recordings obtained
in different sites/experiments in the respective cardiac regions. Ordinate — time, ms. See text for the other details.

OTBETOB) COOTBETCTBYET BEPOSITHOCTH OTBEACHUS OT
3—5 t-Tpy6ouek. YacTtora HaOMIOIEHIIT CUTHAIOB 3-TO
mnma (15%) mpenmosaraeT JOKaJIW3alMIO IO 3JIeK-
TponoM 5—9 BbIXOAOB t-Tpybouek. HakoHel, B kKap-
IHUOMUOIINTAX TIpemcepanii, rome T-cucrema pa3BuUTa

cnabo, perucTpUpPOBAIIMCH TOTBKO OBICTPBIC OTHOIIN -
KOBbIe cUTHAJBL. [lojlydeHHBIe HAHHBIE HE TOJBKO
MOATBEPKIAAIOT Hallle TIPeIrnoI0oXeHe O CyIleCTBOBa-
HUM pas3nduii MeXIy BHEKJIIETOUHO PeTUCTPUPYEMBbI-
mu I1/] KapaIUOMHUOLIMTOB TIPEICEPANIA U XKEeTYyTOUKOB
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cepAana KpbIC, HO U TAIOT BO3MOXHBIN OTBET HA BOTIPOC
o npupoje Bapuanuii dopmel atux I1J1 B mpenenax ona-
HOTO 3KeJIyIoukKa U OTCYTCTBUSI TaKOBBIX B TIpenesiax
npencepausi. Takum obpaszom, cTpoeHue T-crucTeMbl
NPEACTABISIETCS BaXKHEWIE NeTepMUHAHTON 3JIEK-
TporeHe3a MeMOpaHbI 1 (popmupoBanus I1/1 kapauo-
MUOLIUTOB.

OUHAHCHUPOBAHUE PABOTHI

PaboTa BbINTOHEHA B paMKax rocydapCTBEHHOI'O 3a1a-
Huss Ne 075-00776-19-02 m mpw 4aCTUYIHOM TOAIEPKKE
rpanta PO®U Ne 19-015-00139.

COBJIIOAEHHUE OTUYECKHNX CTAHIAPTOB

DKCcnepuMeHTHI TIPOBOAMIN B cooTBeTcTBUU € “IlpaBu-
JJaMU1 TpoBeneHusl paboT C MOAONBITHBIMU >KUBOTHBIMU
YTBEPKIEHHBIMU 3TUYeCKUM Komurerom MDODB PAH
(30.12.2015 1.) u cornacHo TpeboBaHusIM JlpeKkTuBbl EBpO-
netickoro mapiaamenTa (1986 r.). Hacrosiias cratest He co-
NEePXUT KaKUX-JIMOO MCCIIeMOBaHUI C ydacTHeM Jioaeil B
KayecTBe 0ObEKTOB HMCCIIETOBaHUIA.
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PUTATIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLYMORPHISM
OF EXTRACELLULARLY RECORDED ACTION POTENTIALS
AND ORGANIZATION OF THE T-TUBULAR SYSTEM
IN RAT VENTRICULAR AND ATRIAL CARDIOMYOCYTES
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Action potentials (APs) were recorded extracellularly from ventricular and atrial cardiomyocytes using isolated
rat heart preparation and narrow-tipped (5-um O.D.) recording pipettes. The negative phase of the waveform of
APs in ventricular myocytes exhibited a prolonged and, in about 60% of records, double-peak AP deflection,
while that of APs in atrial cardiomyocytes regularly consisted of a single and relatively short peak. Confocal im-
aging and Monte-Carlo simulations suggest a stochastic variation in the number of t-tubular openings under the
lumen of randomly positioned extracellular recording pipette as the leading determinant of both, between and

within ventricular/atrial AP waveform variations.
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